Present Invention 
[Gist] 

An image-forming method using electrophotography, wherein an image of 
a monochromatic solid part is formed with the deposit amount (M) of a toner on a 
printing medium, and the image after fixation on the printing medium has a toner 
layer thickness (h) that satisfies the following equation: 10 M/p < h < 10 M/A. 

[Effect] 

The present invention can provide an image-forming method, which 
enables the obtainment of high-density images and uniform and excellent color 
reproduction even when the image is formed with a small amount of toner, while 
contributing to the size reduction of an image-forming apparatus. The present 
invention also can provide a toner suitably used for the image-forming method and 
a manufacturing method of the toner. 

Prior Art Document 

JP Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 6-230602 A (1994) 
[Gist] 

An image forming method, wherein a toner image is formed by a magnetic 
toner containing a binder resin and magnetic powder, and the toner image is fixed 
so that the height (hi) of the toner image before fixation and the height (I12) of the 
toner image after the fixation satisfy the condition of 2<hi/h2<10. 

Difference from the prior art document 

The prior art document discloses that a copied image is prevented from 
being stained by lowering the toner image (height) after fixation. However, when 
the toner image has a low height, the toner has problems, for example, in that it 
cannot have a desired optical density due to inferior masking properties of the 
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toner on a printing medium or influences of irregularities of the surface of a 
printing medium such as paper. In contrast, according to the present invention, 
the thickness of the toner image after fixation in a monochromatic solid part on a 
printing medium is set within a designated range, and thereby a designated image 
density can be obtained even when the image formation is conducted with a small 
amount of toner. In addition, the present invention has been made to prevent the 
formed image from retaining reflection difference and particle state resulting from 
electrophotography, which are caused by thickness differences among toner layers 
of images formed for each color to be reproduced. These features are not 
disclosed in the prior art document. 
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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide magnetic toner and an image 
forming method using it by which a copied image is 
hardly stained. 

CONSTITUTION: This is the image forming method by 
which a fixed toner image 1 4 with height of (h2) is 
formed by passing a recording material 12 provided with 
a toner image 13 with height of (hi) and which is formed 
out of the magnetic toner including at least a binder 
resin and magnetic powder on its surface through a 
heating and pressuring type fixing means constituted of 
at least a heat roller 1 and a pressure roller 5. Then, the 
toner image is fixed so that the height (hi) of the toner 
image 13 before fixation and the height (h2) of the toner 
image 1 4 after the fixation satisfy the condition of 2< 
h1/h2<10. 
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